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Implant dentistry is defined as the field of dentistry dealing with
the diagnosis, surgical placement, prosthetic reconstruction,
and maintenance of dental implants.1On the background, every
single effort is being made in the form of scientific development,
research, and evidence; we are still not clear on what exactly
we mean by a functioning implant in oral cavity; what are
the criteria to claim a particular implant to be a functioning
implant; and how the functioning implant, we expect, to behave.
Although dental implants are proved to be a predictable longterm treatment for patients, it is important to realize that not
all implants that survive are necessarily successful. 2 Successful
implants are those that remain fully functional and healthy
within the oral cavity. 2
The current version of the Glossary of Implant Dentistry (GID) III1
has defined many terms in this regard, including implant success,
survival, and failure. Implant survival is defined as a longevity of
a dental implant within the oral cavity. If we assume a particular
implant is surviving in oral cavity but not in occlusion, then this
may be considered as a non-functioning (or non-occluding) implant
and not really considered as a functioning implant. Hence, there is
a need to set clear guidelines or criteria or need to have an expert
consensus to define the term functioning implant. Nonetheless,
the term functional (or occlusal loading) has been defined as the
restoration is in an occlusal contact with the opposing dentition in
the maximal intercuspal position and/or excursions.1Apart from
mastication, the esthetics and speech also needs to be involved
in the criteria to define the functioning implant. Crestal bone
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level change (which is a continuous phenomenon) is one of the
important success indicator of the implant treatment. The more
bone loss occurs around the implant/s, the less is the chance to
remain the particular implant/s as a functioning unit in oral cavity
in the long run. Multiple factors are responsible for the implant to
remain as a functioning unit, and clinicians should be aware of its
importance.
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